Hymenoptera
Malcolm Storey’s records from Chedington Bioblast 18th to 20th July 2025


Hymenoptera

Ichneumonidae
Agrypon batis (Ratzeburg, 1855) (an anomalonine Darwin wasp)
19-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST4940707056, Female, in MV trap, at night, Chedington Woods, near buildings, Coll: Jack Oughton, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: MWS, 19/07/2025[K], Body length: 17mm; flagellomeres: 40+40.

Apophua evanescens (Ratzeburg, 1848) (a banchine Darwin wasp)
19-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST4940707056, Female, in MV trap, at night, Chedington Woods, near buildings, Coll: Jack Oughton, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: MWS, 19/07/2025[S], Body length: 9.6mm; flagellomeres: 45+45, first very long. Sternites pale.

Ischnus alternator (Gravenhorst, 1829) (a cryptine Darwin wasp)
19-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST4959307453, Male, by general sweeping, path into Coal Pits Coppice, Coll/Rec/Id: MWS.

Promethes sulcator (Gravenhorst, 1829) (a diplazontine Darwin wasp)
[Ichneumon which is a parasitoid of hoverfly larvae.].
19-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST5014707098, Female, by general sweeping, edge of reedbed, Coll/Rec/Id: MWS.

Sussaba pulchella (Holmgren, 1858) (a diplazontine Darwin wasp)
[Ichneumon which is a parasitoid of hoverfly larvae.]
19-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST5014707098, Female, by general sweeping, edge of reedbed, Coll/Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: BENHS: 19-7-25:F, Body length: 5.0mm; flagellomeres: 20+20.

Dentilabus variegatus (Wesmael, 1845) (a platylabine Darwin wasp)
[Black ichneumon with ivory markings and red legs. It is parasitic on the larvae of Lepidoptera: Geometridae. Infrequent. Flight period: v-viii.]
19-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST4940707056, Male, in MV trap, at night, Chedington Woods, near buildings, Coll: Jack Oughton, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: MWS, 19/07/2025[R], Body length: 8.1mm; flagellomeres: 32+32.

Enicospilus ramidulus (Linnaeus, 1758) (a nocturnal Darwin wasp)
[A yellow ichneumon which usually flies nocturnally. Quite common. Widely distributed. Flight period: vii-ix.]
19-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST5011707144, Male, in MV trap, at night, reed patch between ponds, Col: Paul Butter, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: BENHS: 19-7-25:J

Stauropoctonus bombycivorus (Gravenhorst, 1829) (a nocturnal Darwin wasp)
[A yellow ichneumon which usually flies nocturnally, in deciduous woodlands. Rather uncommon. Distribution: S England. Flight period: vii-viii.]
18-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST49250700, Female, in MV trap, at night, main path through Chedington Woods, Coll: Adam Gale, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: MWS, 18/07/2025[A], Body length: 24.5mm; flagellomeres: 76+76.

Gelis areator (Panzer, 1804) (an ant-mimic Darwin wasp) 
19-Jul-2025, Female imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST4940707056, Female, in MV trap, at night, Chedington Woods, near buildings, Coll: Jack Oughton, Rec/Id: MWS

Schizopyga circulator (Panzer, 1800) (a pimpline Darwin wasp)
[Widely distributed in England, Scotland and Ireland but not yet reported from Wales; largely restricted to marshy habitats and uncommon in the south, but becoming commoner northwards. Flight period: iv-ix; probably bivoltine throughout. Reared from *Clubiona terrestris* Westring (5), C ?terrestris (1),*Clubiona neglecta* O Pickard-Cambridge (1), *Clubiona trivialis* C L Koch (1) and Clubiona sp (2). Some had certainly over wintered as larvae on subadult hosts. However, taken together with substrate rearings and its early time of appearance, the data associated with others suggests that this species might sometimes overwinter as a fully fed larva, and that it oviposits in about v/vi and viii, perhaps sometimes onto adult hosts. The egg is placed at the hind margin of the cephalothorax. Cocoon: white, fusiform, rather thinly and loosely woven, expanded and frail, spun in the host's retreat.]
19-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST5011407126, Male, swept from Common Reed regrowth at pathside, path between ponds, S. end, Coll/Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: BENHS: 19-7-25:D

Pimpla contemplator (Muller, 1776) (woodland black slip wasp)
[Common; widely distributed in wooded areas in the south of Britain north to Gwynnedd and Cumbria. Flight period: v-x; bivoltine, overwintering as a prepupa. It attacks smallish Lepidoptera pupae found shallowly concealed in soil, leaf litter, etc. Reared from: *Tortricodes alternella* (Denis and Schiffermuller)(1), *Zeiraphera insertana* (Fab)(2)(Tortricidae), and *Operophtera brumata* (L)(3)(Geometridae), as well as numerous examples from 1 survey of soil and leaf litter beneath oak trees. 1 specimen also reared from the puparium of the hoverfly *Dasysyrphus tricinctus* (Fallen) also from leaf litter.]
19-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST5012007169, Male, swept from Common Reed regrowth at pathside, path between ponds, N end, Coll/Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: BENHS: 19-7-25:B

Netelia virgata (Geoffroy, 1785) (a nocturnal Darwin wasp)
18-Jul-2025, Male imago, Wyke Farm, Chedington, GR: ST49250700, Male, in MV trap, at night, main path through Chedington Woods, Coll: Adam Gale, Rec/Id: MWS, Voucher: BENHS: 18-7-25:B
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