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EUROPEAN CONSERVATION ACTION NETWORK

EuCAN Training and Dissemination Weekend

May 18th – 20th 2012
PROGRAMME

Friday May 18th  
8.15am 
Breakfast for the brushcutter trainees.

9 am  
The brushcutter course will be taking place in the Beech Cottage conservatory. Participants must bring steel toe-capped boots, gloves and a boiler suit or overtrousers for protection. Helmets will be provided. You will be notified if you have been selected for the course.

Brushcutter trainees: you will also need to bring a recent passport-size photo of yourself – for your certification once you have passed(!). The tutor will be Guy Measures.
The residential weekend will begin with tea and cakes in the conservatory between 4.30 and 5.30pm. If you are travelling by car, please aim to arrive between 4 and 5pm. If you are arriving by train, it should be possible to meet you at Dorchester South station at 4.15pm, or at Maiden Newton station at about 4.45pm. If you would like to offer a lift to someone, please contact me. For directions, go to www.kingcombe.org  . If you get lost on your way and need to contact me during Friday afternoon/evening, The Kingcombe Centre number is 01300.320684 – don’t ring our home number – we won’t be there and I do not have a signal on my mobile at Kingcombe!
We are not automatically refunding travel costs for this weekend, but if you feel your travel costs will be beyond your financial means, please let me know.
This programme for the weekend may be amended to take account of the weather and other factors.

6.15pm    
Introduction to the weekend. Drinks and introductions in the Barn. There will be a bar – you can settle up before you leave at the end of your stay. 
7 pm

Supper in the conservatory. Make sure you tell us in advance of any dietary requirements.
8.30pm
EuCAN since 2007 – an informal presentation of photos from our previous visits.
9.30pm
Costa Rica 2012 – presentation by EuCAN participant Joe Middleton (Avon Wildlife Trust) about his 6 week placement earlier this year for The Children’s Eternal Rainforest in Costa Rica, managed by The Monteverde Conservation League:  http://www.acmcr.org/home.htm 
If the conditions are good, we will put out the moth traps tonight.
Saturday May 19th   
6.30am   
Optional walk to map the territories of some of the breeding birds on Kingcombe Meadows Reserve. If the weather is not favourable, this will take place on Sunday morning.
8.15am            Breakfast. You will be able to make yourself a packed lunch after breakfast.
9 am  
The brushcutter course will be taking place in the Beech Cottage conservatory. Participants must bring steel toe-capped boots, gloves and a boiler suit or overtrousers for protection. Helmets will be provided. You will be notified if you have been selected for the course.

Brushcutter trainees: you will also need to bring two recent passport-size photos of yourself – these are for your certification once you have passed(!). The tutor will be Guy Measures.
9am
Analysis of the moth traps from the previous night. If the weather is suitable, Neil Croton (former DWT Assistant Warden at Kingcombe) will put up mistnets to continue his long-running bird ringing project at Kingcombe.
11am
Two workshops will be taking place in parallel, with the groups swopping over on Sunday:-


1. Botanical Identification course led by Dominic Price (formerly Plantlife, now establishing his own organization The Species recovery Trust - http://www.speciesrecoverytrust.org.uk/ ). Today we shall be concentrating on the identification and ecology of butterfly larval foodplants.


2. Introduction to Butterfly identification and monitoring – we shall visit Powerstock Common DWT Reserve and, weather and time permitting, other sites nearby to see some butterflies and to carry out a transect survey. Powerstock Common has a fabulous range of habitats and is consequently very species rich. 
4 – 4.30pm
Tea at The Kingcombe Centre
5.30pm
AGM of EuCAN Community Interest Company –all welcome.
7.30 – 11pm
Barn Dance in the main Barn with music from The Casterbridge Band, with Ruth Thompson calling. Supper will be in the conservatory during the interval. There will of course be a bar. This will be your opportunity to let your hair down and use up any energy you’ve got left after the day’s activities! 

If the conditions are good, we will put out the moth traps again tonight.
Sunday May 20th        

6.30am   
Optional walk to map the territories of some of the breeding birds on the Kingcombe Meadows Reserve if this did not take place yesterday.

7.30am 
We might start the analysis of the moth traps from the previous night before breakfast especially if there are a lot of species!
8.15am     
Breakfast followed by sandwich making.
9am
Analysis of the moth traps from the previous night 

10.30am 
Coffee and biscuits

11am
Two workshops will be taking place in parallel, as yesterday:


1. Botanical Identification course led by Brian Gale (formerly University of London Botanic Gardens, well-known to many people as a leader of botanical excursions). Today we shall be concentrating again on the identification and ecology of butterfly larval foodplants.


2. Introduction to Butterfly identification and monitoring – we shall visit Lankham Bottom Butterfly Conservation Reserve and, weather and time permitting, other sites nearby to see some butterflies and to carry out a transect survey. Lankham Bottom is a rich chalk downland site with a strong colony of Marsh Fritillaries which should be on the wing in mid-May.

We hope to squeeze in an information session for the potential participants on this year’s visits – registration, contracts, deposits, insurance, travel arrangements, health and safety, follow-up reports, volunteering sessions. etc .- perhaps if the weather upsets our other plans.

4 – 4.30pm.
final tea and cake.
We can arrange lifts to the stations etc after this – to get to Dorchester South station for 5.30pm and Maiden Newton after 4.30pm. If you would prefer to stay the night and travel home on Monday, please let me know: this can probably be arranged. 
What to bring: 

You never know what the weather might throw at us at this time of year so come prepared for all eventualities!
Bring binoculars, camera and handlens. Bring waterproof footwear for the outdoor activities.
If you have a collection of photos to illustrate your EuCAN placement or what you are doing/have done or are 
particularly interested in at the moment, could you bring them on a memory stick/disc – there may be 
opportunities to see people’s presentations during the weekend especially if the weather is a problem. But limit the 

presentations to about 20 pictures please!
Bedlinen is supplied at The Kingcombe Centre but bring a towel.

You will need a lunchbox and a flask for a hot drink if you are likely to want one.

If you have any special dietary needs that we don’t know about, please let me know before the weekend! Please note 

the meat we provide will be from animals which were organically farmed or wild!
Contact me if you are prepared to offer anyone a lift so that we can minimize transport costs and carbon 

footprint. 
Best wishes, we are very much looking forward to seeing you on Friday May 18th. 
Á bientôt, viszontlátásra, do widzenia, na shledanou, see you soon!

Nigel Spring and Kathy Henderson

(01963 23559 or email: nigelspring@yahoo.co.uk )

The EuCAN website:   www.eucan.org.uk 
